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Five articles of Calvinism 1. Total depravity

Every person is corrupt and sinful throughout in all of his 
or her faculties, including the mind and will.
Thus, no person is able to do what is truly good in God's 
eyes, but rather, everyone does evil all the time.

2. Unconditional election

God's choice from eternity, of whom he will bring to 
himself, is not based on foreseen virtue, merit, or faith in 
the persons he chooses but rather is unconditionally 
grounded in his own sovereign decision.

This does not mean that final salvation itself is 

unconditional; rather, it means that, in the Calvinist view, 

the condition upon which salvation hinges (faith) is given to 

those whom God has unconditionally chosen to receive it.

3. Limited atonement

Calvinists believe that Jesus' atonement is limited: it is 
designed for some and not for all but only for those 
whom the Father had chosen before the foundation of the 
world.

4. Irresistible grace

When God purposes to save someone, that individual 
cannot successfully resist him. 

The Holy Spirit is able to overcome all resistance and make 

his influence irresistible and effective.

5. Perseverance of the saints

Those whom God has called into communion with himself 
will continue in faith until the end. Those who apparently 
fall away either never had true faith to begin with or will 
return.

In traditional Calvinist teaching, apostasy may be proving 

that the person never was saved.
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Stream of Praise 2004, Bethesda Cathedral, Singapore. 

Dervishes

The Whirling Dervishes trace their origin to the 13th 
century Ottoman Empire. The Dervishes are Sufis, a 
spiritual offshoot of Islam. On December 17, Whirling 
Dervishes across the world celebrate the birth of 
Jelaluddin Mevlana Rumi, a mystic poet, who founded the 
Mevlevi Order of Dervishes. The Dervishes extend their 
arms, the right palm faces up and the left palm faces 
down. Energy from above enters through the right palm, 
passes through the body and passes through the left 
palm and into the Earth. The Sheikh represents the sun 
and the Dervishes represent the planets turning around 
him.

Sacred Value: Orgy and Sacrament

Even the most primitive orgy has not entirely lacked a 
meaningful interpretation, although only the rationalized 
religions have imputed a metaphysical meaning into such 
specifically religious actions, in addition to the direct 
appropriation of sacred values. Rationalized religions 
have thus sublimated the orgy into the ‘sacrament’…

p. 278

Sacred Value: a psychological state

For the devout the sacred value, first and above all, has 
been a psychological state in the here and now. Primarily 
this state consists in the emotional attitude per se, which 
was directly called forth by the specifically religious (or 
magical) act, by methodical asceticism, or by 
contemplation.

p. 278

Sacred Value: the psychological state as the transition to  
the sacred

The only way of distinguishing between 'religious' and 
'profane' states is by referring to the extraordinary 
character of the religious states. A special state, attained 
by religious means, can be striven for as a ‘holy state’ 
which is meant to take possession of the entire man and 
of his lasting fate. The transition from a passing to a 
permanent holy state has been fluid.

p. 279
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Sacred Value: Rebirth and the intellectuals

The kind of empirical state of bliss or experience of 
rebirth that is sought after as the supreme value by a 
religion has obviously and necessarily varied according 
to the character of the stratum which was foremost in 
adopting it… The intellectuals have always been the 
exponents of a rationalism which in their case has been 
relatively theoretical. The business classes (merchants 
and artisans) have been at least possible exponents of 
rationalism of a more practical sort. Rationalism of either 
kind has borne very different stamps, but has always 
exerted a great influence upon the religious attitude.

pp. 279

Sacred Value: Belief in Salvation

In the past, it was the work of the intellectuals to 
sublimate the possession of sacred values into a belief in 
'salvation.‘
The conception of the idea of salvation, as such, is very 
old, if one understands by it a liberation from distress, 
hunger, drought, sickness, and ultimately from suffering 
and death.
Yet salvation attained a specific significance only where it 
expressed a systematic and rationalized 'image of the 
world' and represented a stand in the face of the world.

p. 279

Salvation and world-views

Salvation and world-views:
world images are like switchmen

Not ideas, but material and ideal interests, directly govern 
men's conduct.
Yet very frequently the 'world images' that have been 
created by 'ideas' have, like switchmen, determined the 
tracks along which action has been pushed by the 
dynamic of interest.
'From what' and 'for what' one wished to be redeemed 
and, let us not forget, 'could be' redeemed, depended 
upon one's image of the world.

Salvation and world-views:
the circumstances to be saved from

One could wish to be saved from:
•political and social servitude and lifted into a Messianic 
realm in the future of this world
•being defiled by ritual impurity and hope for the pure 
beauty of psychic and bodily existence. 
•being incarcerated in an impure body and hope for a 
purely spiritual existence...
•radical evil and the servitude of sin and hope for the 
eternal and free benevolence in the lap of a fatherly god...

pp. 279-280

Salvation and world-views: religious rationalism

Many more varieties of belief have, of course, existed. 
Behind them always lies a stand towards something in 
the actual world which is experienced as specifically 
'senseless.' Thus, the demand has been implied: that the 
world order in its totality is, could, and should somehow 
be a meaningful 'cosmos.' This quest, the core of genuine 
religious rationalism, has been borne precisely by strata 
of intellectuals. The avenues, the results, and the efficacy 
of this metaphysical need for a meaningful cosmos have 
varied widely. Nevertheless, some general comments may 
be made.

p. 281
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Salvation and world-views: Religion as Irrational

[In the modern world] religion has been shifted into the 
realm of the irrational. …The calculation of consistent 
rationalism has not easily come out even with nothing left 
over. …The various great ways of leading a rational and 
methodical life have been characterized by irrational 
presuppositions, which have been … historically and 
socially determined… through the peculiarity of those 
strata that have been the carriers of the ways of life 
during its formative and decisive period. The interest 
situation of these strata, as determined socially and 
psychologically, has made for their peculiarity...

p. 281

Salvation and world-views: a world robbed of gods

The unity of the primitive image of the world, in which 
everything was concrete magic, has [now] tended to split 
into rational cognition and mastery of nature, on the one 
hand, and into 'mystic' experiences, on the other. The 
inexpressible contents of such experiences remain the 
only possible 'beyond,' added to the mechanism of a 
world robbed of gods. In fact, the beyond remains an 
incorporeal and metaphysical realm in which individuals 
intimately possess the holy. Where this conclusion has 
been drawn without any residue, the individual can 
pursue his quest for salvation only as an individual.

pp. 281-282

Salvation and world-views: Interests of Intellectuals

Naturally it has occurred most strongly among… genteel 
strata of intellectuals devoted to the purely cognitive 
comprehension of the world and of its 'meaning.' This 
was the case with Asiatic and, above all, Indian world 
religions… [where] contemplation became the supreme 
and ultimate religious value... Contemplation offered them 
entrance into the profound and blissful tranquillity and 
immobility of the All-one. All other forms of religious 
states, however, have been at best considered a relatively 
valuable Ersatz for contemplation.

p. 282

Salvation and world-views: Interests of Practical Strata

The situation in which strata decisive for the development 
of a religion were active in practical life has been entirely 
different. Where they were chivalrous warrior heroes, 
political officials, economically acquisitive classes, or, 
finally, where an organized hierocracy dominated religion, 
the results were different than where genteel intellectuals 
were decisive.

p. 282

Exemplary and Emissary Prophecy Exemplary and Emissary Prophecy

[Prophecy] can be one of two fundamental types:
–exemplary prophecy, and
–emissary prophecy.

Exemplary prophecy points out the path to salvation by 
exemplary living, usually by a contemplative and 
apathetic-ecstatic life.
The emissary type of prophecy addresses its demands to 
the world in the name of a god. Naturally these demands 
are ethical; and they are often of an active ascetic 
character.

p. 285
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Exemplary and Emissary Prophecy: Active Asceticism

The more weighty the civic strata as such have been, and 
the more they have been torn from bonds of taboo and 
from divisions into sibs and castes, the more favorable 
has been the soil for religions that call for action in this 
world. Under these conditions, the preferred religious 
attitude could become the attitude of active asceticism, of 
God-willed action nourished by the sentiment of being 
God's 'tool,' rather than… the inward and contemplative 
surrender to God... In the Occident the attitude of active 
asceticism has repeatedly retained supremacy over 
contemplative mysticism...

p. 285

Ideas of the Supernatural

In the missionary prophecy the devout have not 
experienced themselves as vessels of the divine but 
rather as instruments of a god… in contrast to the 
supreme being of exemplary prophecy… 
•The conception of an active God, held by emissary 
prophecy, has dominated the Iranian and Mideastern
religions and those Occidental religion which are derived 
from them. 
•The conception of a supreme and static being, held by 
exemplary prophecy, has come to dominate Indian and 
Chinese religiosity.

pp. 285-286

Ideas of the Supernatural:
Rationalization of the Supernatural

These differences… have come into existence only by 
means of a far-reaching sublimation of primitive 
conceptions of animist spirits and of heroic deities which 
are everywhere similar in nature. Certainly the connection 
of conceptions of God with religious states… have also 
been strongly influential in this process of sublimation…
whether the holy states… were contemplative mystic 
experiences or apathetic ecstasy, or 
whether they were the orgiastic possession of god, or 
visionary inspirations and 'commands.'

p. 286

Inequality of Religious Sensibility Inequality of Religious Sensibility

One factor has been very important in determining the 
nature of the mutual inter-relations between external and 
internal interest-situations. The 'supreme' sacred values, 
which are promised by religion and have been discussed 
above, have not necessarily been the most universal 
ones. Not everybody had entree to Nirvana, to the 
contemplative union with the divine, the orgiastic or the 
ascetic possession of God…. Such psychic states have 
not been elements of everyday life.

p. 287

Inequality of Religious Sensibility: Virtuoso Religiosity

The empirical fact, important for us [is] that men are 
differently qualified in a religious way. This fact had been 
dogmatized in the sharpest rationalist form… in the 
doctrine of predestination by the Calvinists. The sacred 
values… could not be attained by everyone. The 
possession of such faculties is a 'charisma,' which, to be 
sure, might be awakened in some but not in all… 'Heroic' 
or 'virtuoso' religiosity is opposed to mass religiosity…
[of] those who are religiously 'unmusical‘… The status 
carriers of a virtuoso religion have been… all genuine 
'sects‘ […i.e.] associations that accept only religiously 
qualified persons in their midst...

p. 287



15

Inequality of Religious Sensibility: Church vs. Virtuoso

Every hierocratic and official authority of a 'church'…
fights principally against all virtuoso-religion and against 
its autonomous development.
…According to the interest-situation of its officeholders, 
the church must be 'democratic' in the sense of making 
the sacred values generally accessible. This means that 
the church stands for a universalism of grace and for the 
ethical sufficiency of all those who are enrolled under its 
institutional authority…in the sense of leveling and of 
fighting against status privileges that compete with its 
power.

p. 288

Psychic Religion Psychic Religion

Wherever the sacred values and the redemptory means of 
a virtuoso religion bore a contemplative or orgiastic-
ecstatic character, there has been no bridge between 
religion and the practical action of the workaday world.
In such cases, the economy and all other action in the 
world has been considered religiously inferior, and no 
psychological motives for worldly action could be derived 
from the attitude cherished as the supreme value. In their 
innermost beings, contemplative and ecstatic religions 
have been rather specifically hostile to economic life.

p. 289

Psychic Religion: Mystic and Mass

Yet the conduct of the layman could still undergo a 
certain ethical regulation, for the virtuoso was the 
layman's spiritual adviser... Hence, the virtuoso 
frequently exercises a powerful influence… in merely 
ceremonious, ritualist, and conventional particulars. For 
action in this world remained in principle religiously 
insignificant... In the end, the charisma of the pure 
'mystic' serves only himself. The charisma of the genuine 
magician serves others.

Ascetic Religion Ascetic Religion

Things have been quite different where the religiously 
qualified virtuosos have combined into an ascetic sect, 
striving to mould life in this world according to the will of 
a god:
•the supreme and sacred value must not be of a 
contemplative nature;
•it must not consist of a union with a supra-mundane 
being…
•such a religion must, so far as possible, have given up 
the purely magical or sacramental character of the means 
of grace. For these means always devalue action in this 
world...
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Ascetic Religion: Elimination of Magic

When religious virtuosos have combined into an active 
asceticist sect, two aims are completely attained:
•the disenchantment of the world and
•the blockage of the path to salvation by a flight from the 
world…
No matter how much the 'world' as such is religiously 
devalued and rejected as being creatural and a vessel of 
sin, yet psychologically the world is all the more affirmed 
as the theatre of God-willed activity in one's worldly 
'calling.‘

pp. 290-291

Ascetic Religion [Inner-worldly Asceticism]

Asceticism did not fly from the world, as did 
contemplation. Instead, asceticism has wished to 
rationalize the world ethically in accordance with God's 
commandments…
Rationally raised into a vocation, everyday conduct 
becomes the locus for proving one's state of grace. The 
Occidental sects of the religious virtuosos have 
fermented the methodical rationalization of conduct, 
including economic conduct.

orgy

Orgy M16.
From the Latin Orgia: secret rites; secret frantic revels, 
from Indo-European base also of WORK (cf. Organ)
In Classical History: (in plural) secret rites or ceremonies 
practised in the worship of various deities of Greek and 
Roman mythology; esp. festivals in honour of Dionysus 
or Bacchus, celebrated with extravagant dancing, 
singing, drinking, etc. M16.

orgy

(In plural) any rites, ceremonies, or secret observances. 
Occasionally (in singular) an occasion of such rites etc. 
L16.
An occasion of feasting or revelry, esp. marked by 
excessive indulgence, drunkenness, sexual activity, etc.; 
a debauch. Also, an occasion of excessive indulgence in 
any activity. E18.

theodicy

(from Greek theos, “god”; dike, “justice”), the justification 
of God, which is concerned with reconciling the 
goodness and justice of God with the observable facts of 
evil and suffering in the world.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, in his Theodicy
(1710), defended the justice of God in spite of 
the existence of evil. For him, God is almighty 
only in that he is able to do that which is 
logically possible. Certain factors may each be 
independently possible but mutually 
incompatible, and, because God created the 
world under these limitations, the created world 
is indeed “the best of all possible worlds.”
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charisma

attribute of awesome and almost magical power and 
capacity ascribed by followers to the person and 
personality of extraordinarily magnetic leaders. Such 
leaders may be political and secular as well as religious.
Max Weber in his Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft (1921; On 
Law in Economy and Society, 1954) postulated that 
charismatic authority was a form of authority distinct 
from those of tradition and law. The process whereby 
charismatic authority becomes transformed, or changed, 
to any of the other forms is referred to by Weber as the 
“routinization of charisma.”

Copyright © 1994-2002 Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.

charisma

Charisma represents the extraordinary, the non-routine 
aspects of life and reality.
Charismatic leadership is personal and non-
institutionalized.
However Weber employed the term charisma of office, 
which pertains to beliefs that  the holders of a sacred 
office (e.g., priesthood), acquire certain special powers or 
qualities.
In contrast, the pure personal charisma of prophets
resists institutional influences. It is antithetical to stable 
authority lodged in fixed codes and customs.

http://hirr.hartsem.edu/ency/charisma.htm

charisma

Charismatic leaders generally are said to arise in 
unsettled times suffused with disorienting socio-cultural 
change. In such periods, unconventional sects arise 
composed of people who are fearful of the future, who 
hope that by placing their faith in some charismatic 
leader they will eradicate the past and protect their lives
against unknown and unseen dangers.

http://hirr.hartsem.edu/ency/charisma.htm

mystagogue

The word mystery is derived from the Greek verb myein
(“to close”), referring to the lips and the eyes. Mysteries 
were secret cults into which a person had to be “initiated” 
(taken in). The initiate was called mystes, the introducing 
person mystagogos (leader of the mystes).

Copyright © 1994-2002 Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.

The word mystagogue also means, more generally:
a person who introduces others to religious mysteries,
a teacher of mystical doctrines,
a creator or disseminator of mystical doctrines.

Zoroastrianism

Zoroastrian cosmology conceives the history of the world as a vast 
drama ... In Infinite Time there existed Ormazd, who dwelt in the 
light, and Ahriman, who dwelt below him in the darkness... Ahriman
corrupted the creation of Ormazd and then triumphed in the 
material world but was unable to escape from it; trapped by 
Ormazd, he was doomed to generate his own destruction. The 
beginning of the last period witnesses the birth of Zoroaster. The 
end of each of its millennia is to be marked by the coming of a new 
saviour, successor and posthumous son of Zoroaster. The third 
and last saviour, Saoshyans, will bring about the final judgment, 
dispense the drink of immortality, and usher in the new world.

Eleusinian mysteries

Eleusinian mysteries were the ritual celebrations that were 
held annually at Eleusis (a village near Athens) in honour 
of goddess Demeter. The Mysteries began with the march 
of the mystai (initiates) from Athens to Eleusis. The rites 
that they then performed were and remain a secret. It is 
clear, however, that neophytes were initiated in stages and 
that the annual process began with purification rites at 
what were called the Lesser Mysteries in February–March. 
The Greater Mysteries at Eleusis was celebrated annually 
in September–October. It included a ritual bath in the sea, 
three days of fasting, and completion of the still-
mysterious central rite. These acts completed the 
initiation, and the initiate was promised benefits of some 
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Deus Absconditus – The Hidden God

A fundamental aspect of Luther’s theology. Luther 
rejected the scholastic belief in continuity between 
revelation and perception. Luther notes that revelation 
must be indirect and concealed.

Deus Absconditus – The Hidden God

Because of humanity’s fallen condition, one can neither 
understand the redemptive word nor can one see God 
face to face. Luther alludes to Exodus 33, where Moses 
seeks to see the Glory of the Lord but instead sees only 
the backside. For Luther this meant in the human nature 
of Christ, in his weakness, his suffering, and his 
foolishness.
Thus revelation is seen in the suffering of Christ rather 
than in moral activity or created order and is addressed to 
faith. For Luther, it was impossible by using logical 
means to end up with a God who suffers on the cross on 
behalf of humanity.

Guru Nanak

The founder of the Sikh religion, Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji, known popularly as Guru 
Nanak, was born in 1469 to an accountant in the Punjab region of India.
Nanak was educated as a boy, learning Sanskrit, Persian, and Arabic, but came 
to have more interest in religion than education. He was married by the age of 
twelve, to Sulakhani, who bore him two sons. Despite his father’s efforts to steer 
him into a bureaucratic or business career, Nanak remained enchanted with his 
spiritual quest.
Around 1499 Nanak had a spiritual experience, which he described as a message 
from God. He gave away all of his possessions, and became a traveling preacher. 
He took his message, “There is neither Hindu nor Muslim,” throughout India and 
the middle East, meeting with Hindu and Muslim religious leaders. His message 
of fraternity and universalism was well received, and his following grew rapidly.
Guru Nanak’s teachings formed the basis of Sikh theology. God was a formless, 
unified being that humans could apprehend directly in a state of divine union 
through meditation, purification, and spiritual detachment. Nanak stressed that 
Caste was irrelevant, that only inner purity mattered. He admonished 
practitioners of idol worship and encouraged charity. One of his most influential 
teachings was the admonishment to his followers to oppose tyranny and 
oppression.
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Sacrament

religious sign or symbol, especially associated with 
Christian churches, in which a sacred or spiritual power 
is believed to be transmitted through material elements 
viewed as channels of divine grace.
The Latin word sacramentum was used in Roman law to 
describe a legal sanction in which a man placed his life or 
property in the hands of the supernatural powers that 
upheld justice and honoured solemn contracts. It later 
became an oath of allegiance taken by soldiers to their 
commander when embarking on a new campaign, sworn 
in a sacred place and using a formula having a religious 
connotation.

Copyright © 1994-2002 Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.

Sacrament

When sacramentum was adopted as an ordinance by the 
early Christian Church in the 3rd century, the Latin word 
sacer (“holy”) was brought into conjunction with the 
Greek word mysterion (“secret rite”). Sacramentum was 
thus given a sacred mysterious significance that 
indicated a spiritual potency. The power was transmitted 
through material instruments and vehicles viewed as 
channels of divine grace. St. Augustine defined 
sacrament as “the visible form of an invisible grace” or “a 
sign of a sacred thing.” Similarly, St. Thomas Aquinas 
wrote that anything that is called sacred may be called 
sacramentum. 
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Zagreus

Zagreus
by Micha F. Lindemans
The supreme god Greek Orphism and said to be a son of 
Zeus and Persephone. At the instigation of Hera, Zagreus
was torn to pieces by the Titans and when they 
proceeded to devour him Zeus appeared on the scene. 
Driving the Titans back with thunderbolts he succeeded 
in saving the heart and gave it, still beating, to Semele to 
eat. From her and Zeus the divine child Dionysus, the 
Greek god of wine, was born. 

http://www.pantheon.org/articles/z/zagreus.html


